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Under provinecial legislation, larger units are now in effect in Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia, and their establishment is being
encouraged and promoted in Newfoundland, Prince [idward Island and Manitoba. (New-
foundland is a somewhat special case in which the denominational school districts, already
rather large geographically, are proceeding toward some kind of amalgamation of provision
of joint services.) Ontario has abolished the local school sections in favour of township
school areas and is now beginning to promote reorganization into county units with re-
sponsibility {or both elementary and secondary education. In Quebec, the greater part of
the Protestant system is organized into larger units and the Catholic system has reor-
ganized its administrative structure (for secondary education) into 55 regions.

In some provinces the local boards disappeared when the larger units were formed; in
others they were retained with limited powers and duties. The larger unit boards accept
responsibility for providing the necessary staff, buildings, equipment and transportation.
Where local boards remain, they usually function in an advisory capacity and look after
the buildings and grounds.

Elementary and Secondary Education

Enrolment in elementary and secondary schools has been increasing year by year until,
in 1965-66, there were 4,803,000 pupils enrolled in public and separate schools, 195,000 in
private schools and 216,000 full-time students in various vocativnal schools and courses,
both public and private.

Each September, most Canadian children of age six enter an eight-grade elementary
school. At about 14 years of age, nearly 90 p.c. of those who entered grade 1 enter a
regular four- or five-year secondary school. From the graduates at this level a limited
number—about 13 p.c. of those who began school—go on to college or university where
rather more than half of them pursue a three- or four-year program leading to a bachelor
degree in arts or science and the remainder enrol in various professional courses such as
commerce, education, engineering, law, medicine, theology, ete.

The 8-4 plan leading from grade 1 to university was for many years the basie plan for
organizing the curriculum and schools, other than those of Catholiec Quebee. This plan,
although still followed in some rural, village, town and city schools, has been modified from
time to time in various provinces, cities or groups of schools, as it appeared inadequate to
meet the demands arising from new aims of education. There are a number of variants to
be found at present in Canada: the addition of one or even two kindergarten years at the
beginning of the system; the addition of an extra yvear to high school, providing five rather
than four years of secondary schooling: the introduction of junior high schools, changing the
organization to a 6-3-3 or 6-3-4 plan; or again, the combining of the first six yenrs of
elementary school into two units, each designed to reach certain specitied goals during a
three-year period. A fairly recent innovation is the establishment of junior eolleges,
affiliated with universities, in which the last one or two years of high school and the first
one ur two years of college are offered.

The first secondary schools were predominantly academic and prepared their pupils for
entry into university. Until recent years, vocational schools were to be found only in the
large cities, althongh schools in some of the smaller centres did provide a few commercial
and technical subjects as options in the academic curriculum. Today, besides commereial
and vocational high schools, there are, in increasing number, composite and regional high
schools that provide courses in home economics, agriculture, shop-work and commercial
subjects as well as in the regular secondary school subjects. The number of subjects
offered has also increased greatly and the number of options available, particularly in
certain provinces, provides a wide choice for pupils with a great variety of abilities and
aims. Three programs can frequently be dist'nguished—the university entrance course,
the general course for those who wish to complete an academic type of program before
entering employment, and vocational courses for those who wish to enter skilled trades.
Thus, attention is given to the minority who will go on to institutions of higher learning,



